Each of these cases was of an entirely different nature and in only one, Case 2, could the enterococcus* be regarded as the primary and sole cause of a severe illness. In Case 1, the infection was superimposed on a lung collapse due to bronchial obstruction. The fact that this patient had bacillary dysentery and a venous thrombosis of the leg might suggest that the sequence of events was a low-grade bacteriaemia arising from the bowel inflammation with resultant infection of the thrombus from which a detached fragment conveyed the organism to the lungs. *Rantz (1942) has drawn attention to the need for care in ascribing streptococci to this group. Rantz and Kirbv (1943) apply the following criteria, which were adopted in defining the organisms isolated from the present cases. Growth should occur at 10?C. and 45?C. ; in the presence of (5.5 per cent sodium chloride and of 0. 
